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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following is a Non-Final Office Action in response to the amendments filed 
April 14, 2006. Claims 1-3 and 5-7 are pending. 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 .1 14, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on April 
14, 2006 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sate in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-3 and 5-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Giovannoli (US 5,842,178). 

As per claims 1 , 3 and 7, Giovannoli teaches a system for buyers and sellers of 
goods/services to engage in commerce (column 2, lines 39-45, where the system 
consists of a network that can be operated over the internet which allows 
communication between buyers and sellers for goods/services) comprising a processing 
unit, system software for controlling the processing unit, storage means containing one 
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or more databases with information regarding buyers and sellers and the 
goods/services available (column 2, lines 56-66, where the system includes means for 
storing the identification of its network members (ie buyers and sellers) which 
constitutes a database since it stores information. It also has at least one processing 
unit and software for controlling the processing unit. See also Figure 4 which has a 
product database), one or more servers providing internet-based access and use of 
said system (column 2, line 44 where the internet is used with the system), means for 
buyers of goods/services to select between at least one sales channel for buyers to 
purchase goods/services interacting directly with said sellers and at least one sales 
channel for buyers to purchase goods/services without direct interaction with the sellers 
via an intermediary that acquires the goods/services from the sellers and resells to 
buyers (column 3, lines 2-8, where the system can directly send communications from 
sellers to buyers or indirectly by using the computerized quotation system. See also 
column 5, lines 44-54, where the software can contact the quotation system over the 
internet via FTP and RFQ data could be e-mailed directly to the buyer which would 
constitute a direct channel or as noted in column 6, lines 9-12, the quotes are provided 
to the buyers by means of the quotation system which would constitute an indirect 
channel.), means for buyers to transmit a request for quote to the system (column 2, 
line 41 where the system processes requests for quotation, which would come from the 
buyer), means for system to transmit request for quote to sellers (See Figure 2a where 
the system receives the request for quote from the buyer and then the quotation system 
processes it by sending it to the sellers that meet the filter criteria), means for sellers to 
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transmit quotes to buyers in response to requests for same (See Figure 2a and 2b, 
where the sellers then respond to the request for quote by providing pricing and other 
information to the quotation system which is sent to the respective buyer that submitted 
the request). 

As per claims 2 and 5, Giovannoli teaches means for buyers to purchase 
goods/services by linking directly to seller ordering systems (column 8, lines 45-52, 
where the software would contact the vendor's product database and retrieve pricing 
and other information to respond to the RFQ. The quotation system provides the linking 
means from the buyer to the seller's system.). 

As per claim 6, Giovannoli teaches selecting appropriate sellers to receive 
requests for quote based on filter conditions provided by buyers or sellers (See column 
2, lines 65-67 and column 3, lines 1-2, where the system has filters which control which 
vendors receive the requests for quote as set by the buyer or seller. See also Figure 2a 
where the system receives the request for quote from the buyer and then the quotation 
system processes it by sending it to the sellers that meet the filter criteria). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The following art also teaches about buyer/seller systems: 
Giovannoli (US 5,842,178), Giovannoli (US 5,758,328), Ben-Meiretal (US 
2003/0014326), Singh (US 2001/0047311), Fertik et al (US 2001/0032163), Hartman et 
al (US 5,960,411), Ashby (US 2001/0047329), Gillman (US 2002/0147674), Ross et al 
(US 6,993,572), Weber (US 5,889,863) and "Exploring Alternatives-A Growing Number 
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of Sites Offer a Variety of Services, Ranging from Online Auctions to Detailed Catalogs 
to Comparative Technical Data", Electronic Buyers News, 1999, n1168. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Linda Krisciunas whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6931. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 6:30 am to 
3:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tariq Hafiz can be reached on 571-272-6729. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




